


THE BEECHY

The narrow gauge railway from Colac to Beech Forest
opened in 1902, providing a modern, all-weather 
transport link within forested ranges where road 
building was impossibly expensive. 

The mountainous nature of the terrain meant that 
a narrow gauge railway was the most economical
transport solution. A two feet and six inches wide 
(762 mm) track was laid for nearly 48 km south
through Barongarook, Kawarren, Gellibrand, Banool
and Dinmont to Beech Forest. The railway became
known as The Beechy. 

In 1911 the railway was extended 22 kms west of 
Beech Forest to Lavers Hill and Crowes, Australia•s
most southerly mainland railway station.

The locomotives and rolling stock were scaled-down
versions of the broad gauge Victorian Railways 
stock. Examples currently survive at Belgrave's 
Puffing Billy railway.

Above: Beech Forest Station. C 1912. (John Thompson Collection).
Left: Construction Train (NA Class) Beech Forest 1901. (PROV VR PR
4755 © State of Victoria. Reproduced with permission of the Keeper of
Public Records. Public Record Office Victoria, Australia).
Right: Remnants of timber pile railway bridge south of Gellibrand.
(Alexander McCooke).

A SCENIC ROUTE

The Old Beechy Rail Trail follows one of the state•s 
former narrow gauge railway lines through an area of
scenic forest, rich farmland and rolling hills with the
coast not too far away. 

Along the trail you pass through pockets of rainforest
with magnificent eucalypts and blackwoods shading
the lush understorey. See and hear busy woodland 
and forest birds while listening for the echoes of the
Old Beechy's whistle!

OLD BEECHY RAIL TRAIL
AGENT OF CHANGE

•The BeechyŽ was the first reliable transport service 
into an area with dense timber and high rainfall. 
It encouraged closer settlement and timber getting 
on a systematic scale. The railway became the major
agent of development for the region to the south of
Colac up to the 1940s.

The 28 stations and sidings were closely spaced
because the roads were unmade and difficult to 
use for most of the year, and haulage distance for
farmers and sawmillers to the rail had to be minimised. 
Special trains ran for social events and cultural 
activities along the line, and at Colac.


